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Committee on National Formulary of the American Pharmaceutical Association, Official From September 1,
1916 From the earliest days of the American Pharmaceutical Association the need was recognized of an
authoritative formulary, extra to the Pharmacopoeia, to contain the preparations of a non-secret character
which were commonly prescribed by physicians under incomplete or varying formulas. Individual samples of
such preparations as elixirs, wines, emulsions, solutions, etc., would vary in minor ingredients, sometimes in
strength, and frequently in color, flavor and general appearance, according to the choice of the maker.
Oftentimes the differences in any particular preparation were of little or no importance therapeutically, but
were manifested in physical properties sufficiently to cause confusion among physicians and patients, and to
require that the pharmacist carry in stock several different brands of the article in order to supply the demands
of his trade. Thus both ethical and economic conditions in pharmacy called for a standard formulary of
recognized authority which would eliminate non-essential differences and would supply uniform preparations,
not included in the Pharmacopoeia, for use by physicians. The American Pharmaceutical Association quickly
gave attention to this problem, and as early as 1856 a committee was appointed by the President to collect and
report to the next meeting. unofficial formulas in local use with many physicians of our Union. At the meeting
of 1857 this committee of ten reported formulas for eighty-three preparations, which were adopted by the
Association. The committee was continued and enlarged, and the following year fourteen additional formulas
were submitted. But the second report contains a hint that unfavorable criticism had appeared, and the
committee was then discontinued....
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