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Summary: Praise for The Other Walk: "More than revealing the insights he obtains through contemplation,
Birkerts sheds light on the process of allowing connections to fuel ruminations that lead to a greater
understanding of self. Readers will delight in the humor and insights conveyed in these enchanting and well-
crafted essays." Publishers Weekly , starred review "Like a modern-day Proust, though at blessedly shorter
length, Birkerts's keen eye and sinuous prose are triggered time and again by the humblest of objects. ... [ The
Other Walk ] should be picked up, reread and savored for its expressive beauty and its gentle reminder that we
can find life"s fullness amid its most inconsequential moments." Shelf Awareness "One of America's finest
literary critics brings us 45 short autobiographical pieces meditating on the necessity and delight of quiet
contemplation in a busy existence. . .. Sven Birkerts's thoughtful and elegant penses reveal the enchantment
awaiting anyone who slows down long enough to look." The Barnes & Noble Review "Birkerts" essays, many of
them about fatherhood, some about his Latvian heritage, are full of the passage of time--nostalgia, regret,
melancholy. . .. In each essay, he looks for "the prompt, the sliver, the bit of grit that grows the pearl." He looks
for the "smallest detail in the heart of the day."" Newsday "[Birkerts] is one of the foremost essayists working
today. He doesn't care about seeming cool or sounding smart; he writes what he thinks. In this new gathering,
he combines his typically astute literary criticism with personal essays about his first post-college job at Borders
Books in Ann Arbor, Michigan; the night he learned to play chess; and his reflections on Saul Bellow."...
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