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California, July 4th, 1876 Mr. President, and Ladies and Gentlemen - Fellow Citizens: - The one hundreth
anniversary of the adoption of the Declaration of Independence by the Congress of the United Colonies, or
States, of North America: All Hail! Forty millions of people on this continent greet the morning sun of this day
with the grandest emphasis of patriotic exultation. In a thousand cities of the land, the opening moment for
rejoicings has been announced by the loudest concert of artillery and the peal of ponderous bells. In ten
thousand towns and villages and hamlets, the proportion of possible welcome has been uttered; and over all
the land the stirring roll of the drum, and the jubilant blare of the bugle, and the long processions of bayonet-
bearing and regalia-clad men and flower-gar landed children, and the raising and decorating of memorial and
triumphal arches, and the uncovering of marble statues of revolutionary heroes, and the earnest speech of
proud reminiscence and hopeful prophecy, are among the high testimonials that are being heard and
witnessed this day. Nor is this even a hint of all of recorded demonstration and contemporaneous magnetic
incident which deserves our recognition at this moment of time. In a thousand foreign sea-ports that flag is
flung from the masthead of every ship in the harbor; nor does there gaze upon it one intelligent man, woman,
or child, without some conception of its significance, without some comprehension of its history, without some
audible prayer for the perpetuity of those institutions whose one hundred years of life it betokens, and whose
flourishing vigor at this day...
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