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isolated, Stalin succeeded in avoiding a two-front war. He saw the pact with the Nazis as a way to pit Germany
against Britain and France, leaving the Soviet Union on the sidelines to eventually pick up the spoils from the
European conflict, while at the same time giving him a free hand to smash the Japanese at Nomonhan.
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Georgy Zhukov s brilliant victory at Nomonhan that led to his command of the Red Army in 1941 and his
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possible, the author contends, only because of...
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